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Modern tendencies of educational activity demonstrate that having a legal knowledge in the course of conducting professional activity is both an index of high level of intelligence and of a rich outlook. 
Nowadays it is a demand of time for the majority of qualified professionals, who are needed by the labor market. The health care system in this respect is not an exception. 
On the one hand, upgrading of medical care level appropriately depends on the level of the medical education obtained. On the other hand, it depends on medical workers’ ability to effectively apply gained knowledge and skills in professional activity.
Legal thinking enables medical workers to understand current laws, apply these laws to a specific situation, which can arise in practice and to legally realize the facts, which shall be regulated by legal rules. 
Eliminating troubles of the transitional period, perspective of implementation of the new health care system in Ukraine require from medical workers realizing and understanding the necessity to be aware of current health laws, other legal acts, which regulate the activities of the health care administration bodies as well health care facilities, the basics of law in medicine, rights and responsibilities of patients and medical providers. 
As a result, the aim of the article is to highlight the features of legal thinking formation in the process of professional preparation of doctors and their postgraduate education.
Thinking is a purposeful process of solving a problem, it is an ability that is based on individual experience and includes knowledge of what is necessary to do in particular situation. It is used for achieving the necessary goal with taking into account, in particular, the possible consequences of one’s actions.
The professional types of thinking attract quite a bit attention of modern scientists from different branches of science (clinical, technical, legal, creative, pedagogical etc.)
Also, thinking is often considered as a process of tasks solvation. This theory proliferates because the psychological aspects of the named issues are closely connected.
Thinking aims at creating a new, not investigated issues, and in the process of problems solvation, one seeks an exit from obscure situation, that is, it is searching of previously unknown result.
In their professional activity, medical workers shall comply with the norms of various types of law, including constitutional, administrative, civil, domestic, international and criminal.
Knowledge and understanding norms of the right to health regulation, provided for in legal acts, are basis of legal thinking formation, offences prevention, ability to defend and protect of the patients together with their own rights by the medical workers. 
According to the developers of the program on discipline “Medical Law of Ukraine”, mastering of the fundamentals of law in medicine is a necessary segment of integrated training and providing high qualification of medical workers that will be competitive and adapted to the challenges of practical medicine in the context of relationships with other subjects of medical relationships.
The aim of medical law teaching consists in complex preparation of medical workers in order for them to get the necessary amount of legal knowledge, learn mechanisms of their rights realization, obtain the sufficient level of legal culture and sense of justice for maintenance the balance of mutual relations between the subjects of medical legal relationships and observance of human rights in the field of health protection.
While studying the course of Medical Law medical workers have to obtain the skills of legal analysis and legal thinking.
They shall obtain knowledge about laws, interpretation thereof, giving estimation of illegal behavior, and prediction of legal consequences of the latter.
An important task is to teach medical workers to solve (with the help of developing clinical and legal thinking) particular issues that can arise in the process of their professional activity.
To that end, the author suggests to form medical worker’s legal thinking via resolving situational tasks, in particular analyzing actual circumstances, stated in the subject matter, giving legal analysis of the situation with reference to the norms of current legislation of Ukraine, international and regional standards, as well as judicial practice.
Medical workers shall give the argued answers to specific questions, and also, if it is envisaged by the task, draft written documents, which comply with normative requirements for that particular kind thereof.
The process of tasks (situations) understanding begins from a general acquaintance with their conditions.
The author suggests acting in accordance with the next algorithm, while solving legal issues in the medical relations sphere:
	to distribute a problem specification on main and second-rate distinguishing issues of what is given and what is necessary to resolve;
	to analyze a situation and find out all legally meaningful information it contains (the circumstances, the age of participants of legal relationships, the amount of the inflicted harm, the reasons that were followed by the participants of legal relationships, etc.);
	to accept all circumstances that are given in the task as reliably established (if there is no special requirements);
	to try not to think of circumstances that are not mentioned in the task;

to set rules, that regulate described legal relationships (laws and other legal acts), together with corresponding legal norms (articles, parts of the articles of the normative acts) that regulate the offered situation directly;
to make decision and to answer the questions (determination of legitimacy of actions or legitimate way of resolve the offered situation, etc.).
For the correct solution of the problem (situation) it is proposed to use both the regulatory and legal sources, as well as literary sources, which can be useful in solving disputed situations.
In such a way medical workers get an idea of that they shall do in corresponding legal situations from real life, how their actions would be designated at the level of observance of legal rights and interests, in particular between a doctor and patient.
The most essential result of medical workers’ legal thinking of is a legal decision, under which the conclusions about possibility of the use of legal facilities for the solvation problematic situations that can arise in their professional activity “dressed-up” in a certain form should be understood.
Medical workers shall think not only clinically but also in the categories of existing legal order. They can understand the text of the law quite adequately, but, in order to imagine approximately its efficiency, it is worth to model a situation for application thereof in medical practice.
Medical workers need “everyday knowledge surrounding life”, so that they can understand legal norms.
It is necessary not simply to perceive the achievement of this aim by the medical worker, but also to understand the action of legal tool, to penetrate by its spirit, and to regard to the law as the value that it is directly related to their legal culture.
The legal thinking is that mechanism, which allows medical workers to understand the virtual value of law, to correlate it with a particular practical situation, to legally comprehend, which situation, for which it is necessary to apply one or another legal norm.
Thus, legal thinking formation in the process of preparation of specialists of the system of health care will serve as basis for corresponding legal mentality of medical workers formation that will determine a general orientation, aims and reasons of professional activity.
Terms of vital functions of this social association are so specific that they lay their imprint on the mentality of their representatives, studying of which can be subject for the future scientific search for lawyers, psychologists and psychiatrists.

