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BIOETHICS AND WOMAN:

AN EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE AT THE
JUNCTION OF MEDICINE AND SOCIAL
SCIENCES*

One of the gaining of feminist, movement -which is wake up
again in 1970 at west — has been opening to departments about
Women’s Studies at universities. One of the first Women’s Studies

*  This article has been based on a poster presentation in IAEE Ankara Con-
ference, 21-23 May 2014.
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Centers opened in 1989 at Istanbul University, and in the interven-
ing 25 years they are opened in Turkey at 17 universities. One of
them is — which we are located in, established in 1995 at Ankara
University — Women’s Studies Center (KASAUM in Turkish). It
is known as a woman academician’s interdisciplinary diversity,
and also known as academic wealth of Women’s Studies master
program — maintained in 1995 and started to accept students in
1996-1997 educational period.

Basic aim of this presentation is define the «Bioethics and Woman»
course — which is take a part in master program since 1997 — contri-
bution to the Women’s Studies. In this respect, for research first has
been analyzed to distribution of 51 master students — which are take
Bioethics and Woman course between 1997-2012 years — about gen-
der, education before master degrees; and then it has been examined
to attitudes and perceptions — which is related to lecture — through
to appraise feedback forms — which is implemented by lecturer after
every semester. At the second stage of this research, it has been tried
to make visible Bioethics and Woman course’s contribution to the era
booted its topics. With examples by moving from Turkey’s political
arena try to execute on woman body, it will be highlighted to bioeth-
ics’ basic topics characteristic in women studies, and also it will be
developed suggestions about how discussion fields can be extended.

Key words: Bioethics, women studies, Turkey.

Introduction

For considered to an occupation as a professional job, it requires to has
a certain criteria. The basic criteria of them are; the service must be
indispensable for humanity and it must be ensure the welfare of the society.
When looks at the others criteria, it is observed that these also ensure to
that basic criteria. Obviously, to being a professional requires that; to care
about the duty, receive highest education, be motivated with the desire to
help others, be organized, having common values and beliefs, ability of the
take responsibility and decide for ensure the welfare of the society. Therefore,
every profession is closely related with the ethics. Since, ethic is a field of
philosophy and it investigates the right and wrong. Nevertheless, we can say
that; relation between ethics — the philosophy of values — and health related
professions — which is fundamental value for society — is more important and
more special.

Concordantly, bioethics — which has that particular importance — states
an ethics era or department which is developing in ethical plane via examine
of the comprehensive problems resultant by developments occurring in biology
and medicine, scientific results which depends on various technological
developments. Because, bioethics involves entire life [2, 3].

This era has become one of the most important problems or department of
philosophy and thought since the late of 20t century. Because it has remarked
important problems which is about what is, what to expect and what it
should be the human behavior and attitude, in biology and life science era.
Scientific developments creates many unusual situations, and its demands
a specific features for certain ethical decisions taken. Bioethics was born by
force of these multiplicity of specific situations. Also, this situation carry
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with it extensive discussions in bioethics era. Ongoing ethical discussions
for centuries, create a new dimension in this level, and it play the role of
interdisciplinary qualification, thus it to be a research for show up with
involved technology, politics and moral issues.

Bioethics is seen as a branch of applied ethics, because on the one hand it
involves biology — which is interest all living creatures — implicitly or explicity;
on the other hand it involves moral, social and politic issues — which is occurred
by these-. Bioethics swerve the medical ethics because of the problem is not
only about human life. But bioethics is also involves the medical ethics. The
main topics of bioethics are; gene technology, pharmaceutical industry, cloning,
euthanasia, human experiments, eugenics, artificial reproduction, abortion,
and with these the results of the scientific and technological developments
related to live, its boundaries and its principles of usage. Consequently, subjects
of bioethics cannot monopolize by scientists, academicians, technicians,
philosophers or any others groups [2].

These issues be no longer a problem of known ethical issues in medicine
era; and its became extensive problem for medical, social, and political
issues. Consequently, despite of being legislator which has the authority
and responsibility, bioethics involves everybody within the framework of
these questions.

Bioethics and Woman in the Timeliness of the Body Politics

The answer of «What should I do?» question — which is involved by the field
of ethics in philosophy — generally locates in the basic of principle. Bioethics
searches for the possible answers of «What should be done?» question. The
answer is interrogate to the all living’s and their environments’ health and
wellness.

When Descartes says «I think, therefore I exist» that being express himself
in a body. The expression that «Woman body is controlled by community» and
«This is my body and decision belongs to me» is assumed as a declaration her
independence against society law; to dominate physical presence and stand in
front of the control are assumed as a rebellion. These expressions are bioethics
and woman course’s subject of discussion and examination.

When woman consubstantiated with the nature, man is symbolized with
logic and controlling of the nature and woman is delivered to the rational
knowledge — hence power and man [7]. Simon de Beauvoir, in the «Second
Sex» narrated with her own experiment that being a woman under the man
power who is controlling the woman and the nature. Bioethics, deal with a
mind and body entirely and it includes values debate. Therefore, bioethics
must be subject itself to the power case and being a woman.

It is hard to escape ethical questioning of social life — which sighted
female body of law and medicine — when it comes to gendering roles shared.
Especially, bioethics and woman course develops critical perspective against
population policy, reproductive health which is related to the woman’s
autonomy. To determine by law the lives of women, to making «body politics»
and incorporate in the issue with almost every scientific discipline is scientize
of the discrimination against women. Who has right to speak about to give
birth (or not) is the ethical discussion. Concordantly, bioethics and woman
course has responsibility about young academicians’ hardware. In Turkiye,
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there are some attempts — which is carry out without consulting women —
such as; educations related to sexual health and contraceptive methods is no
longer public service; termination of unwanted pregnancy up to ten weeks of
pregnancy — which has been legal since 1983 right of the give cesarean birth
[4,9, 12, 13, 14].

President of the Republic of Turkiye recently said that: «Birth control is a
treason» [16]. Who is the controlling the birth of the women in this country?
Law-maker acted with which policy when his controlling (or not). Is this policy
to rely on an ethical basis? Is the woman was respected about the autonomy
to decide on their own being and body? This course interrogates to ethical
problems of making politics out of the woman’s body.

In Turkiye, since the early 1890s to today, long years have passed, the
work of women in the academic field to be visible [10, 11]. The last thirty
five years necessitate to the: versatile researches for equality struggle; to
develop women’s movement in all eras; to incorporate women’s issues in
the field of different disciplines. It has been very difficult to make women
studies, research to women’s problems and find solutions in this long stony
road. Like Bell Hooks’ says «Feminism is for everyone.» And when feminism
departed with promise of an absolute equality; our society disregard of it
[5, 6, 8].

Despite of all the impossibilities, women studies in Turkiye has a wide
literature by force of women’s labor. These departments — who is concern
about gender discrimination — signing of scientific publications which is
about «women» in academic era. These are argued that being a woman is
not limited with born woman; it has been learned in socialization process in
society; and this learning normalize to the subordinate position of the women.
Today in Turkiye there are nearly twenty university has «<woman studies»
department [8].

Ankara University Women Studies Master Program’s Bioethics and
Woman course is a differentiated scape of feminist ethics in medicine’s
evaluations of moral issues. The course make an occupation for enhance
to moral behavior with a feminist perspective in the framework of four
basic principles used in traditional bioethics in solving ethical problems.
Because, health professionals’ knowledge about concepts which is produced
in favor of women, will be ensure that more equitable, impartial and moral
judgement [15].

In Bioethics and Woman course, reconsiderations to the medical
institutions and health care with a feminist perspective. The course aims
that; to interest the subject of gender distribution of roles that exist within
medicine; sexist practices on the female body through medicine; and public
health, with analytical perspective. If we focused on history of medicine
with feminist perspective we see that female healers were excluded from
the profession when medicine were institutionalized. This process, has been
an important factor for settlement of sexist profession approach. The best
example can be given is that; in European Middle Ages, witch hunt broke
out, and during hundreds of years female healers were excluded from the
medicine and hence empirical knowledge has been interrupted [1].
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The Content and The Methods of The Course

The course of bioethics and women is the one of the permanent ones of
the post graduate programme in Ankara University Women’s Studies Center.
This course is given by Prof. Dr. Berna Arda, faculty at Department of the
History of Medicine and Ethics at Medical School. The course has been taken
by 51 students since 1997.

Bioethics and Women lasts,3 hours in a week, 15 weeks; is also termly. The
course that is selective,the students from the other disicplines gets interested.
For example, there are the students from the faculties of philosophy,public
administration, education, social services, archeology and communications in
the group taking the course. By the discussing with the politics of the body,
basing the essential principles of the medical ethics; the medical applications
that borders the closing the person as just a «principle» are not visible.
Therefore,the course has a transdisciplinary position.

The common purpose of the course; sharing of information about the
history of medicine and ethics principles; awareness of the social norms
as determinative of the behaviours; the effect of moral to behaviour; being
principled to decide in special situations. Therefore, the course is an academic
data that is desired to emerge in multi — disciplinary area, a humanistic
conscious.

The syllabus has the terms of ethics, the medical ethics and bioethics; the
evolution of medicine; the secularism; the physician — patient relationship and
women; being woman and the rights of patients; the policy of the population;
family planning; academic researches and women; the consultation of hymen;
the medical miscarriage-abortion; sharing of information about pregnancy
and the methods of sex selection. The participation in the sessions is to be
considered important because the attendance of every student effects their
awareness level.

Within the course, structured interviews have been programmed with
women instructors who works at the departments of obstetrics and thoracic
surgery. In the light of personal experiences, the problems of gender are
dealed with their experiences as a woman in the academic circles.

Findings
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Feedback Questionnaire

Gathering the views of the students about the lesson have been possible
partially by evaluating the feedback questionnaires that are given to
instructors in every end of the semester.
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As a Conclusion

The course of Bioethic and Women, as an educational experience, makes
think of being a woman with the philosophical terms of Women’s Studies.
Therefore, it has a quality of raising not only the knowledge level, but also
the awareness. Including the aspects of the history of medicine and ethics
principles, emphasizing the humanistic worth of medicine, disccusing the
social moral worthies in the context of the sovereignty of women, emerging of
the humanistic rights of women are strong sides in the syllabus. Additionally,
it relates to decision and the feeling of justice. The processing of justice is
possible with scientific data is emphasized and the truth of scientific data is
effected from social reality so there is a current paradigm which is questionized
systematically.
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Taxipui C., Akiopexk K., Inmas C., Akyitox I'omyce C.,
Kapaocmanoray A., Apmna B.

BioeTuka i XiHKa: OCBITAHCbLKUI OOCBIA HA NepeTUHi MeanLMHN
i codianbHUX HayK

Y crarTi mpoaHasi3oBAHO 0COOJIMBOCTI BUKJIATAHHA HABYAILHOTO KypCy
«bBioernka 1 sxinka» B YuiBepcureTi Aukapu. OKpecyeHo eTamny CTBOPEHHS HAB-
YAJILHUX IIEHTPIB 3 JOCTIIKeHH IpobseM iHkn B Typeuunni. OquH 13 mIep-
IIUX TAKAX HABYAJIBHUX IIEHTPIB 3 ITUTAHb JIOC/II3KeHb IIP00JIeM KIHKH 0YJI0
BiaxpuTo 1989 p. y CramOyibchbKOMY YHIBEPCUTETI, a 3r07[0M, Yepes 25 POKiB,
TakKl MEeHTPH 3’ IBUJNCA Ie B 17 yHiBepcuterax. OouH 13 HUX 3aCHOBAHUHN
1995 p. Ha 6as3i YuiBepcurery Aukapu. ABTOpHY 3a3HAYAIOTH, 1110 010€THKA €
raJIy33io MPUKJIATHOI €eTUKH, OCKLJIBKH, 3 OJHOT0 OOKY, OXOILIIOE TUTAHHS 010-
JIOTII Ta 30Cepe/KY€eThCS Ha IIPo0JIeMax sKUBUX OPTaHI3MIB, a 3 1HIIIOTO — BUBYAE
MOPAJILHI, COIAJIbHI Ta IMOJITHYH] IuTalusa. OCHOBHUME TeMaMu O10€THUKH €
TeHHl TeXHOJIorll, hapMalleBTUYHA 1HAYCTPlsa, KJIOHYBAaHHS, eBTaHA31d, eKC-
HepUMeHTH Ha JIIIAX, EBreHIKa, IITYYHe 3aIlIIJHeHH, abopTu Ta 1H. MuHyJI10
0araTo poKiB, JOKH IIPAIld SKIHKN B aKaJeMIYHOMY CepeIoBHII OyJIa aIeKBATHO
omirena. JlocaimxyBaTy 1 BUPIIIyBaTH IPOOIEMH KIHKK 0yJI0 HAI3BUYANHO
cryaaaHo. BogHouac came 3aBaaku mpalil sKiHOK y Typeddnsi omy0IiKOBAHO
YHUMAJIO JIITePaTyPHUX Kepes, TPUCBIUEHUX IpobdIeMaM KIHOK. ¥ baraTbox
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3 HUX BUKJIAEH] pe3yIbTaTH JISJIbHOCTI Kadenp, Skl JOCIIIKYIOTh IPodIeMu
MeHIePHOl JUCKPHUMIHAIII, POJIb JKIHOK B akageMiuHoMy cepemoBuiil. ChoromHi
Takl Kadeapu PyHKINOHYIOTh MaliKe y IBAOIATH yHIBepcuTeTax TypeudanHu.,

Kypc «BioeTnka 1 sgiHKa» MaricTepCchKol IIPOrpaMu 3 IINTAHD JOCII1IKEeHHST
IIPOo0JIEM MKIHKHY MOKJINKAHWH 3’ ICYBATH MOPAJIbHY IIOBEIIHKY 3 eMIHICTHIHOI
TOYKH 30pY, 0a3y0UNCh HA IPUHIIUIIAX, AK1 BHKOPUCTOBYIOTHCA Y TPa UL HHIA
OloeTuIIl JJIsT BUPIMIEHHS eTHYHUX mpobsem. Kypce Mae 3a meTy 3aiiikaBuTH
CJIyXadviB IpobJieMaMH, Kl ICHYIOTh y cpepl MeOUIINHY 3 YPAXyBaHHIM MeHIep-
HOI0 IIoALIY. AKIITo IMpoaHaIi3yBaTH 1CTOPII0 METUIIMHA 3 (PEMIHICTAYHOI TOUKK
30py, MOJKHA 3ayBaKUTH, IO IIJTUTEJI-KIHKN O0yJIM BiAJIy4YeHl Big mpodecii,
MIOMHO MEeIUIIMHA CTaja 1HCTATYIa i3oBaHomw. et mporec OyB BaskIMBUM
harTopom opMyBaHHS CEKCHUCTCHKOIO Iiaxony g0 mpodecii. Haiimorasosimmmmm
e mpurJiaau mepioay CepeaHbOBIUHOI €BPOIIH, KOJIH II0YAI0CH TIOJTIOBAHHS Ha
BIIBOM, BHACJIOOK SKOI'0 HA COTHI POKIB IIIJINTEJI-KIHKY OYJIM BIIJIyIeH] B1
MEIWITAHY, BIATAK, OTPUMAHHS eMIIPUYHNX 3HAHB 0YJI0 IIepepBaHo.

Kypc «BioeTnka 1 :kiHKa» BUKJIAIAETHCA HA IIOCTIMHIN OCHOBI B MesKaXx IIic-
JISIUILIOMHEOI IIporpamu B IlenTpl mocaimxkeHs skIHKN YHIBepcuTeTy AHKApH.
Buxnanae itoro mpodecop Bepua Apna, ska mparroe Ha kKadeapl icTopii Mequ-
IIMHY Ta eTHKN MEINYHOro (paKkyJILTETy IILOro HaBYaJIbLHOro 3akaany. Kype,
poapaxoBaHuii Ha 45 roguH (o 3 rOOWHYM HA THKIEHDb IPOTATOM 15 THXKHIB),
€ eJIeKTUBHUM, BiATaK, 00paTH fOT0 MOKYTH TAKOK CTYIEeHTH, SK1 BUBYAIOTH
IIpeaMeTH 3 IHIuX rajy3eit. Hampukiram, Kype BUBYAOTh CTYIeHTH haKyJIbTETy
(istocodii, my6TivuHOI aamiHiCcTpAaIrii, megarorivyHoro paxkyabTeTy, (PaKyJIbTeTy
apxeostorii Torro. MeTomw Kypcy BH3HAYEHO 00MIH 1H(OPMAIIIE0 IIPO iCTOPI
MEIUIINHY TA eTHYHI IPUHITAIIN, HA0YTTS 3HAHB PO COIlaJbHI HOPMH SK
JeTepMiHAHTH MOBEIIHKH, ITPO BIIJIUB MOPAJIl Ha MOBEIIHKY ToIo. K HaB-
JaJbHUN MaTeplall y MeKax Kypcy BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTHCS 1HTEPB 10, 3aIIUCaH] 13
SKIHKaMU-BHKJIATaYaMHU, SIK1 IPAIO0Th B AKYIIEPChKUX BIITIJICHHAX 1 BiJI-
MUJIEHHSX TOpaKaJbHOI Xipyprii. Biarak, regaepHi mpobieMy Po3TyisgaloThC
Ha IPUKJIAIaX 3 IXHBOI0 0COOMCTOTO JIOCBITY.
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